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THE OPEBA'fIOBS OP 'fBB lST BA'f'l'ALIOll, lM'fB llF.All'fRY: 
(SMB DIFAll'l'RY DIVISIOR} IR '!'BB A'f'l'ACK 011 BILL 122• 

llOR'fB OP ST. LO, PIWfCE, 16•1'1 JULY 1944 
(llORMAJIDY C.AJIPAIGB) 

(Peraonal Bz.perience ot a C01lp8JJ7 OOM1181der) 

• ORI!ft@IOI 

'l'bia llOllOgraph covers tb.e operations ot the lat Battalion, 

lMtb. Infantry. 36th Division in the attack on Bill 128, one ot 

the critical t9rraia features protecting the city ot ft. r.o, 
PIWfCB, a vital oommunicationa center, in the llOU•JrDY CJllPAIGB, 

16 Ju17 - 1'1 .JUJ.7 1944. 

In order to orient the reader, it •111 be neoeaaary to 

41aouaa br1en7 the maJor eventa which led up 'to tali• action. 

~o 7eara ot plamd.ng and preparation led 11p "t• the Al• 

lied lad1nga in BOUAllDY on 6 June 1944. (l} '!'he concerted 

ettorta ot the Allies were gathered together in BIGLdD in the 

ab.ape ot •waenae atocka of mipping• aircraft, auppliea and 

manpo-r. Por several aoatba Allied air tol"Oea bad carried out 

'boabing operatiou which Wtll'e a part ot the 1nvaa1m itaelt. 

(2) 

'1'he BORll.ARDY invaaion ot neceaait7 waa to 'be a ccm'b1aed 

AJ!ST, ll•"J' and Air Pol"Oea opel"8.t1on requiring tbe aoat euoting 

coordination. BJ' June 1944 there were l,IS26,966 u.s. troops 

and 2,600,000 tona of auppliee over and above baaie lotid.e and 

equipaent. (3) 

Gro1md fol'oea 111 the BORJIAIDY operation were led bf ~eneral 

Sir Bernard L. llcmtgoaery, c.,...n•Hng 2lat Aftl7 Group. oonaiat• 

ing of tb.e Second Brit18h and the Pirat u. s. And.••• The Sec

(i) A•i, P• l 
(2) A•l, P• 1 
(3} A•l, P• 2 



ond Br1t1ah ArsJ struck 1n th• BADVX and CABX areas with 

tbl'ee divisions landing on the beach and a brigade of the 6th 

Br1t1ah Airborne Division c.'lalpp1ng 1111and betweea CAD an4 the 

Sea. The u. s. li'irst l.nq, CornnNled bJ" Lt. Gen. Omar •• Brad• 

lq• struck 1n the neck of the CO'fBJll'l'DI PEJIDISULA at U'l'.AH 

BBACB, east of SD-Dl:lE•BGLIBB; and OMAHA BE&CH, northeast ot 

TBBVIBBBS, •1th 3 cH.v1s1ona While the 82d Airborne D1via1oa 

clroppsd at S1'B•lllDiE•BGLl:SB, and 1he lOlat Airborne Div1a1iln 

clropped hal:f'trll:J between BD-llBHB•BOLISB and CAJWITil'. (S!t Map 

j) (4) 

BJ' 9 June. the beacbh•ads had been well eatabl111be4 b7 the 

assault divisions and orders bad been issued to continue tbe 

attack. (See Map B) (6) BJ' 13 .rune fnrther gains had been 

made and V Corpe on the east and vn: Corps on the west bad 

linked up south of CAREli'J.'il' and no ene..,. threat :bad developed 

to split the liak between tbe Col'ps. (See .. p B) XIX Corps 

waa assigned the mission cm 13 June to enlarge the corr14or ot 

ocmmmication between l:Sl:GIY and CAlWl'l'.U. XIX Corps became 

operational 141200 .rune. (6) 

During the period 13 Jane -- 2 .T1ll7 1944• li'irat A:l7q had 

'built up 1ta. torcaa at11 now tl:l.are were tour Corps 1n opva• .. 

tion• the OODllTDI l'EIIISUL&. bad falle adding the Port ot 

CHEBBOURG to its holcl1Dgs1 li'irst J.aq troat had re11allled rela• 

tivel7 atabl• s1Doe 20 Jane and regrouping ot toroas bad taken 

place read.7 tor oontiaued operations. (See hp O) ('1) 

ne earlJ' ~ o:tteaaive was to open with three of the 

tour Corps 1n line opening with nccesaive blows delivered troa 

l!J 
(6) 
('I) 

1-i, P• S 
A•l, P• 116 
A•l• P• 159 
A•2• P• 1 and 2 



right to left• each Corpe moving on U'll1' ordera. The XIX Corps 

would be the third to la1U1Ch ita attack. (8) The XIX Corpa 

lla4 two divieiona in line witla the 35th Diviaiora on ita wq 

to PJIABCE to reiatorce ite attack. However, the 30th •oul.4 

aot ilaed1atel7 be read1' to erater coabat. 

'JllB GlQRY. SITUA'l'IOI 

The Z&th Iaf'aratey Diviaion arrived at OJWIA BEACH in the 

viciDitJ" of COOLBVILLB-SUR•BD 06 1&00 JUJ.7. '!he firat ele

aeat of the Z&th Iaf'aratl'J' Diviaiora &ab.ore waa the l3lth Iaf'an.

tey, co..araded b7 llajor General (then Colorael) Butler B. •ilton

bergere The d1Yia1on cloaed iato an aaaea'bl7 area in tile 

Yic1Dit7 of COI.OJIBT'BRBS on "I Jul7. (9) The XIX Corpa Com

mander •iahed an ilmed1ate comm1taent to battle of the Z&tb 

Iaf'antey Diviaioa. The division waa deatined to fight aleng 

aid.e of the 29th and 30th Iafaatl'J' D1v1a1oa' a alread.7 aeaaoaed 

and battle harderaed troops. (10) 

On 8 JulT the 2d Battalion, lMth Iatamey eatered tbe 

front lines ill the vio1Dit7 of S'f. JIICBOLAS, nlievlng t:be 

24 Battalion of tile 120th Iaf'antey. (11) Thie c-S.taent et 

tbe Scl Battalion was a 4eteraaiYe puition and the 8d Battaliea 

waa to rejoin pe lMth Iaf'atey oa 11 JUJ.7. (18) 

Oa the night ot t JUJ.7 the 1Z7th Iatant1"J' Uld ZIOtla ID• 

tant17, 16th Iaf'antey Diviaion,·were or4ered into tile line re• 

lievlng el ... nta of the 2tt:ti. Intantl'J' Diviaion on the left Uld 

· the zoth IDtarat17 D1via1on n the right. The line rara trea t:ti.e 

VIU liIVBR above LA DAtlPFB and eztended in a aoatheaatei-17 

(8) 1-2, P• I 
(9) •-z. Ohap. Ila A-4, P• H 
(10) A•Z, Chap. II 
(11) A•f, P• &J 
(12) A.•4, P• 32 
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direction tJ:irougb u 11.IVIBD to u llICOI.LljlRIB. the 13'1th In• 

tant17 a tbe right aad the aloth Intaatl"J' oa the left. (l&) 

'!'he 35th Intan1:l"J' D1Yia1on llimta the lMth Infantl"J' launched 

their 1D1t1al attack on 11 Jul7. '!'he lMth Intantl"J' Z"ftlR1aed 

ia Corpa reaene until 1<6 hl.7. 

'!'he XIX Corpe plan at tb.ia till• waa to aeize the S'r. LO 

Rl'tla on both the eaat ad weat a1dea ot the VIRB BIVBR. (1<6) 

Stead.7 but alow progl"eaa bad been ade duriag the period 7 

Jul7 to 1& Juq at Which time Corpe had tbne 1af'antl"J' dirt• 

aiOJUS S.n the line• cona1at1ng ot the 29th• aoth and th• Z&th 

Intan1:l"J' Di Yiaiona • (I!! "P p) Durillg th1a per1o4 the XIX 

Corpe hat come to blowa •1th ad were alowl:J nerpowering 

elements ot the •DUIT'• 17th SB Puiser Greaadier DiYiaioa, 

Battle Group Heintz (cona1at1ng ot two r1tle battalions ot the 

2'1&th Dirtaion, the 2'f&tb Engj.neer Battalion, Bna1Deer Bat• 

talion J.llgera • and one U Battel"J') • eleaenta ot the Mtb SS 

Armored Intantrr Reg111ent mid the 352d Intantl'J' D1v1a1on. (See 

hp D) (l&) 

Kuch can be aa1d about ad •oh haa been wr1 tten alHNt 

the difficult tena1n OYer which operat1ona were carr1ed out. 

BORM•lIDY• PB.UICB ia baa1oallJ' coapoaed ot fal'lliDg oo-a•1t1••• 

'!'he COBllISB ocnm.trra1d.e ia well drained b7 a qatea ot atreama 

which tlew generall7 nortlaweat and emptf into the D&LISB 

CBAllllEL. '!'he land 1a breken up into m8Jl1' nall fields 'bJ' a 

a7atea ot hedgerewa. 'l'he bedgerowa YU'J' in ai&e and tne • 

Generall7 tb.e7 are oompoaed of benka of dirt aad rock verf1ng 

1a aise troa two to fiYe feet 1D th1cll:neaa at the bottom ad 

tapering up to oae to two teet 1D width at the1r top. Height 

(DJ 1-S. Chip. f!i 
(1<6) .&.•Ii• P• & 
(16} .A.•2, P• 7 
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vU'iea t'rOll two teat to u auoh aa aix or aevea reet • All 

hedgerj>wa are covei-ed with a thick vegetation, thorn bUahea, 

truit treea aa4 various tne• or hedge bubes. Rnn'q aloag 

oae aide or each enclosed rield a road.. or rather a wagon trail 

i• unal.17 tound. O:rten the trail 1'UIUI between two auoh hedge• 

rowa, thua toftl1Dg a rather rormtdable 11\lDken read.. ,.... rield.a 

thus ronie4 bJ' hedgerows aeemeO. to average al»out 100 JU"dll long 

aa4 GO JU"dll wide. •.&n aerial photograph ot a t;rp1oa1 section 

or RCIRM•JDY llholra more than 3900 hedgd. enoloavea in an area 

l••• tbaD. eigat 1111•• square•. (16) Bee4leaa to •8.7 the" · 

hedgerows 'lfbioh look ao peaoehl ad piotveal(Ue clv1ng B.Ol'ml 

tD.ea afforded the 9Jl8S7 a a7et• or reaa.,. ll84e bul'llU'Jt- be

hind which. with ve1"J' little excavation• he wu able to eatrenoh 

8lld defend hiaselt :la reacl7 aad.e torte 'lfbioh ottered protection 

hem alaoat all t;rpea ot.t1re. 'fhe .. thod uad. bJ' the eJlGl1' in 

preparing hi• dehnaive poa1t1ena will be covered :la ..-e cle• 

tail.later oa. 

'fhe weather dvillg thia pllaae ot the JIORIWIDY omapaign 

waa generall7 olea lllld mild with ocoaaional light ra:laa 'lt!lioh 

tailed. to hmaper operation• ill uq wq. The houra of clarimea• 

were geaeraU,. 11aited between 2300 houJoa u4 0600 hour•• The 

long period of V1aibilit7 i• due to the leag iillJ1ltgbt eaj97e4 

1'J' the aativeo ot .onumy, PIWICB 4ur1Dg the n-er acmtu. 

'fhe ooabat ett1o1eD07 ot the Gel'llllll aold.1er waa e:.reelleat. 

Be·llDlllwbtedJ.7 auttered t1'Cl8l the period ot ooabat prior te the 

peried oovered. here, bat aa 7et there were no 1Dd1cationa ot a 

letclowa amo:ag hie torcea. 'fhe tact that the Ge:NUL aol41er 

waa fighting ova terra:la tad.liar to bill aa4 'IQldoubtedlJ' 08l'1"J'-

(iii) l:a, P• ft 
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1llg out.prearra:nged lleteneive plane and 1n aaq eaaea GOOUPJ'

ing prearranged ;positions prepared oa critical t9l"J'a1n and 

guardiq 11kel7 avenues or approach •re thUl -d• up tor the 

leases and lleteata he bad auttered thua. tar since D da71 6 .rune. 

'lb• 15th Division was at hll atnngth on 11 .Jul1' and. u 

70t the U-tth IntutrJ' had auttered no ouualtiea. Jlorale waa 

auperior. 'lbe regiment had been in tra•n•ng as a 11Dit •iDC• 
it bad been aol>ilised and 'bee ... a part ot th• u.a. l.:rtq, sz 
December 1940. 'lhe tonier Bational. 6uar4aaen troa the state 

ot Bel>rub were again to partieipate 1a a world ooatliot. 

The aen and ott1cera ot the lMth Int1111.t1"7were reaq Ul4 

auioua to ••• what the7 ooul.d. d.o after the 76111'• ot oaretul 

training tor their 1n1tial •tl7 in1io oentllot agaiut • 

·~ ot 1iheir oouat:1r7. (1 'r) 

'Bach aaa Ul4 ottieer waa :tull7 8Cluipped and u 79t there 

were no auppl7 probl... to complicate their eat:1r7 ia1io oodlat. 

DlSPOSI'fJOBS "!!! PW OP '!BB lM'fH DPAlftY 

.lt U 20S> Ju17 the lMth Intaat:1r7 waa relieved f'roa aa• 

•tan-nt aa Oorpa re&el"f'e and waa 01'4ered to .we to an ••· 

aeabl7 area near LI. CBIHLIBD, PIWJCB to relieve 'tile 24 Bat

tallcm, lllth IataatlrT, 29th Divlaioa, and be prepared to 

participate 1n a coordinated at1iaok 1& 0616 11117• 'lbia plaoecl 

the regiaut on the left tlank ot the Nth D1v1aiola *1oh 

wou14 attack with tllree regiaeata abreast Sa conjunction with 

a1maltaeoaa attack& bJ' the 29th D1via1oa on the left and the 

ZOth Divlai• • the right. (18) 

!he N Battalion wu orderecl to relieve the lcl Battalion, 

8 



ll6th Intatr71 29th Diviaion withenlt benefit o.t daJ'light 

reoomudaaaace. (19) 'fllae regiaent began aoveaent to tile new 

aea at JJ 0100 .r.17 and tJ:le M Battalion had oaplete4 ita 

relie.t 'bJ' 13 1030. (20) 'l'llia placed the reg1aat witbin tJ:le 

acme tl'4* wbioh 1 t would la\'lllC)l 1 ta noot1U'llal attack againat 

the 8118J11¥• (Ste kp B) 

The l'!giaeatal attack ol'd.er, Pi•ld.Ordel' #181 •u 1an.e4 

tJoa the lMth InZantJ'7 CP near LA CBl'lBLIBRE, PROCK. The 

plan o.t attack, attaohaenta, ll'llpporting .til'ea and ob3tot1vea 

waa aa .tollowaa the lMth ID.tantl'7 •itb 'f4'1th 'faak Battalioa 

(leaa COllpUl1' B}J lat Platoon o.t Ooap&DJ' I., 60th BngSneer Bat• 

talion; one platoon 664.th 'lank Deatr07a Battalion; Coapen;r A, 

llOth Medical Battalion attaohed, aup)IOJ"ted 'bJ' 16lat Pitld 
• 

l.l'tillel'J' Battalion and attaohed 984 Cheaioal llonar Coapen;r 

and aupjlOJ"ted 1rJ 36th ID.taatl'7 Di viaion l.rt111•l'7, a ttaclca in 

aeae, 15 0516 Jal.7 1944.. Deatr07 en911,J .ton•• in aont aol'tal 

or ST. LO, PRABCB, aad to a•i•• aad OOCupJ' ST. LO. lat Bat• 

talion, lMth ID.tant1'7, paaa tbl'o'llgh poaitina J:leld 'bJ' 34 

Battalion, attack 16 0615 J'Ul.7 19441 ae1ae all4 ooouP7 objective 

in sone. 24 Battalion, lMth Intantr71 With one aciuad bt1• 

Tam.Jc CcmpaJlJ' Mine Platoon, one 6'T - Platoon .t.nti-'laak c .. 
pm17, '13'1th 'lam.1c Battalion (•) attached, attack 16 0616 .J1l17 

1944., to aeise aad oooupJ' objective in acme. (81) !bia placed 

the lat Battalien oa the l'igbt with the 24 Battalion on tJ:le left 

attar paaaing thl'ovgh the positions be14 bJ' tJ:le M Battalion. 

The 34 Battalionwaa to remain in present poa1tiO'D8 and aaselllble 

aa reg1aental reael"t'e on order. i!1e attack waa to be a penetra• 

tion with little roam .tor maneuver, dependin& upon tire aupport 

(DJ 14, P• !2 
(20) A•lO, P• H 
(21) .&.-S, P• 86; .&.•4, P• M 
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and tenaoit7 ot the individual. unit to gain the ob3eetive. The 

•one asaigned the lat Battalion had been the aoene of l'epeated 

attempts 'bJ' elemnta of the 29th DiTiaion to advanoe. (28) 

THE :BlT'fA!.IOI SIT!JATIOB AlID PI,AN OF A!TAOX 

S1Doe landing 1n IORllAllDY the lat Battalion had attempted 

to take advantase of the time available 1lO pl'epal'e ita aen and 

ot.t'ice:ra :to:r ooabat. Oil 8 Ju17 the battalion moved fl'• the 

vicin1t7 of llBBCY, l'i.lHCE to an useabl7 uea neu LIS BSSOB'lS, 

ll'BAJllOE. (23) In thia aaseabJ.7 area eve:r7 thouglat was direct• 

ed towal'd the pl'Oblema whicb. aigbt be eno01Ulte:red in the :ttpt• 

in& tb.at l&J' anead. Kach had beon heal'd about the 41.ftioulti•• 

ODCountel'ed in fighting '1ll'ough the mase of hedgerows •• each 

hedgerow a miniature tort ~ mortars and artille17 zeroed in 

on hedgerowa, roads and trail• - 8DeJl1' anipera in or bebS• 

alaost eve17 tree -· doa•t uae 7our radio• because tPanaai••iCNUI 

1-lediatel.J' briDg down tire. 'fllese were a few of the pl'Oblams 

fol' whlob. evel'70Jl8 was aeald.ng an anawer. 

Oil 9 Jul.7 and 10 .luJ.T the battalion utilised the hedge• 

P011'8 within theil' asseabl7 &Pea in work1D6 out plans and 

developing maneuvers Which would be auooeaaf'11. S!aul.ated at

tacks were :run tbl"ougll. Jlaohine gw.and autoaatio rifiea 

were aaaigaed to work in pairs :troa either end of the box• 

like encloaurea foJ.'1184 'bJ' the hedgerows. Pires ware oroaaa4 

to the far oo1"Ders of the field along the opposite hedgerow 

and aoved back and forth aa eleaenta of rifle squads worked 

their W8.J forward u:n4er the pl'Otective :ttre. A• the l'ineaum 

approached, :tire• fl'oa the automatic weapona •are oOllOentratecl 

(ii!) 1-¥, P• ft•ft 
(U) · .l-4, P• E. 
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in the corners ot the tielda. Tims, th• rirJ.emen woul.d !mow 

where their rrteml.7 tire• were bitting, providing rooa tor 

thea to attack 'behind the hedgerow• with grenades and nne 
tire. 'l'eamwork waa developed ao that each man knew bia job. 

Due to tu tn• ot tu tel'l'&in it waa anticipated tbat tu 

ucbine gana rroa the heaVJ" weapons oomp&D7 would be attached. 

The rifle OOllpaD7 cowmendera were able to plan on the attaoll

aent ot tour h••VT guns to their ooapaniea. (24) 

'!he oollteaplated a.plo,aent ot tu light an4 heaTT machine 

guna created a p:roblea. In moat cases the hedge:rowa were too 

high to utilise the tripods rroa which th• gons are norall7 

tired. Lieutenant Robert Gordon, Battalion S•t solved thia 

problea by aeoUl"ing bipoda troa captured ach1lae pna • 'fheae 

were attached to the water jackets Oil the he•TT•• and the tor• 

ward portion ot the lights, t'hwl enabling the gunners to pl.aee 

the pna Oil top ot the hedgerns to deli Tel' tire. It waa be• 

lieved that this addition to the Sl1U wOtll.d otter a rJ.ex1bil1t7 

1n tbat the pna eO\lld be tired either troa the bipod or the 

tripod according to the poa1t1om selected. (SS) 

On 11 JulJ' when the U'lth Intant17 and the 320tll Intantl'J', · 

36th D1Yia1on, pal't1oipated in the attaek, obaenera were aent 

up troa each oompan7 and battalion head.quarte:ra to obaene the 

action. '!he next dq partiea fl'oa regiaental headquarters and 

battalion headqua:rte:re v1a1ted el6:118nta ot the 29th and I01ih 

DiY!aiona to gain all the knowledge tbq ooul.4 rr• theae 11111ta 

which had al.refld7 been 1n continuous oeabat tor over a aonth. 

(26) 

During the Dight lS Jul.7 the lat Battalion had oloaed into 

(14 J 1'e:raoi81 kliOWiea&e . 
(SS) Peraoaal knowledge 
(16) A-t, P• 32 
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a .forward aaeeabl7 area in the 'YioinitJ' of LA CHITBI.IERB. on 
the 14th, baaed on .fl'agmental"J ol"dere, all ooiuNl!N'ltre via1ted 

th• .froat line• in the zone Which waa to be theirs md prepared 

initial pltm8 tor the attack to be launched .the next morning. 

(2'1) ·Proa tkia 11aited reoonna1aaance, COllp&DT oomsndera end 

platoon. J.eadera were able to select .fol"Ward ch8ck :point• an4 

eatabliaa a guide a7atea to lead thea into th8 .final poaitiona 

.fl'oa Which to launch tlleir attack. Oonaequent17, uo guidea were 

••••••arJ" .froJB th• ad Battalion, Which waa 1n line and would be 

paaaed through at tile line of departure wl:d.ch was the poaitiona 

OCO\lpled 'b7 the 3d Battalion. (See llap B) 

'fhe plan .for attack iaaued l>J Lieutenant Colonel Al.tred 

o. Boateaan, Ooammdiq tile lat Battalion, waa itaelt relativ .. 

17 aiapl•. OOllp&JQ' A OD the lett. OoapaDJ' c OD the ri&]1t with 

COJlplUQ' B 1n l'eaerve. lat Jlachine Gun Platoon,. COJlp&nJ' D at

tached. to 0"'1,l>8'l7 A• 2d Machine Gun Platoon, Coaptm.J' D attach

ed to 00Jlp&DJ' C. 34 Mortar Platoon, Ooap8ft7 D in general aur 

port bel:d.nd the a11gbt l"iqe 1-ed1atel7 behind the troat line 

poa1 tiona. '!h.e. lMt!l Ia1"an1l!'J' was to ha.,. th8 •VllPOl'ting tire• 

o.f three 'battaliona ot .fiel.d al'tillel"J' controlled b7 the l61st 

l'i•ld Ar11illel'J' Battalion Which was 1a 411-eot support or the 

regiaent. ·Attached to the l61at P1•14 Artiller7 Battalion ••• 

• ohftlieal •l'tar ~ or ••• olleaical .ortara. '1'he ..... 

porting tire plan waa ample. Pina were to be placed on ftUl7 

poaitiona beginning at :e: :bour wit!l the 4..2 mortar• pl.acing aaoa 
on known • ....., positions• Pol" 15 minutes the tllll weight ot 

all gllDll •ouli place .fire on the enelQ' at a taat rate, tllere. 

atter a l"Olling barrage waa to lie .fil'ed 1D .front or the lat Bat• 

(1¥) PeraOiiai iiiOWiea&• 
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talion. to be lifted and iaoved forward on call. (28) 

COJDNnication lines were set up during the evening and 

nigbt of' 14: Jul.7. ill final preparationa were made 1zaolud1ag 

the isaue of' one K ration to be carried 1>7 each man, iaauaace 

ot llll!!!llnition, pl.an f'or dropping bed rol.i.a and all extra equip• 

aent not eaaential to the taak that l.q 8head. ntohen per

sonnel. were banded l.aat minute letters, photograph&, bill.f'olda 

and personal keepaakea with the caaual re-.rk, •1teep theae 'Im• 

tU I aak tor them-· if' not - 7ou•11 knowwbat to do with 

thea. 11 'fha -• and ottioers eat around 1JI. small aroupa 41•
ouaaing the final details ad knowinS that the attackwaa Ye1'7 

important. S'l'. LO waa the hub ot the German detenaea 1n thia 

sector and it waa h1gbl7 iaportant that it tall beoauae all 

auapeoted and had heard ruaora that once ST. LO fell. we oolll.d 

smplo7 armor 1n a breakthl'ough which woul.d exploit auooesaea 

gatned in JiORMANDY thua f'ar. 'fhara -ul.d be Y•1'7 little sleep 

thia night;. 

'fhe d.iatanoe from the aaaembl7 area to the line ot de• 

parture waa about 1000 7arda ao there -uld be no atop until 

Juat before oroasing• when a f'1aal pauae tor regroupbg would 

take place. lloveaent would begin about 15 0330 llbica wolll.d al• 

ln ample tille tor the troops to naoh the .aaaault posit1cma. 

(29) 

The liae of' departure waa located Just aouth ot the village 

of' VILIBBS POSSAHD along a hedgerow near a nall trail l.aading 

aouth•eat from the village. 

'fhe attack led dowa aill md acroaa a mull. stream. There 

waa a alight d.l'op of' about ten meters extending over a dia• 

(88J Peraoi&i JmowladgeJ l-4. P• M 
(29) Peraonal knowledge 



tance or about 500 'f&rds. It covered hedgero•• to the atream 

bed and then extended up over a eerie• or hedgerow• and 

plateau• which formed .the base of :e:ILL 122. Thi• h1ll toek 

1te naae from it• height in :metera. The terrain then aloped 

to tbe 01 t,- or S'l'. LO and the VIl1B BIVBR.. The area •a• well 

covered •1th treea and h•a'IJ' yegetation, and obaervation waa 

limited to the next hedgerow which Jlli&bt be aa oloae aa tift7 

'f&rd• or aa far aa 300 7arda dependillg upon the partiolll.ar 

ahape of the field formed DJ' the hedgerows. B:nnn1ng geaeral.l.7 

south throup the zone waa what appeared on the :map to be a 

good eeconcla17 road, but at place• wae actuall7 a ve"7 narrow 

trail l'liDDing bet!een two hedgerow• which were about aeven to 

eight feet in height. Trees growing in the hedgeNWa at times 

••re close cough on either aide to tom a lee.1'7 wnnel. It 

was over this difficult terrain the attack would tab place. 

Th• opposing enem;v forces ba4 been identified as eleaanta 

ot th• 14th Parachute Regim.ent1 Battle Group Beints and 3524 

Intant17 Division. The enem;v •a• known to be .. u dug 1n 

behind hedgerows md •as eupported DJ' aonua and artill•17• 

(See Map B) 

The weather was cleal!', wara and viaibil1t7 coad1t1ona 

excelleat. 

MO~T TO TD LDIE OF DEP.ARTUBE AlllD FDAL PREPARA'l'IOB FOR 
T&iiYiox: 

The movement troa the aaauibl7 area to the line ot departure 

was started about 15 03aO J\117. The attacbaeata ot :machiae gun 

platqona waa ef'teoted 1n the aaa-bl7 area 1n o1'4er to out 4own 
. 

on the ooafuaion on the line of cleparture. Order ot :march waa 

14 



A, c, D {•), Battalion Headquarters, aad B Compai••• Vehiol•• 

•cral.d follow the .toot colum b7 'bolmd•, weapon• •'tll.d. l:le taken 

.troa th• transportation about 500 7ard• in rear o.t the line ot 

departure. All tranaportatioa •O\tld then aa•eabl.e in a motor 

pool previou•lJ' ••l•cted b7 the battalion tran•portation ot• 

tioer. 87 0600 hours th• battalion was in position, wire c•• 

aunication established and aa 7et no incident had oeoured to 

di•turb the aaooth :moveaent in.to position. I.a directed b7 the 

regilleatal order, radios were to be silent 11Dtll B hoUr. Artil• 

lel"J' liaison personnel and forward observers t~ the 161.st 

Piel.4 l.rtil.l•l"J' bad reported and ever,.thing waa in readiness 

.tor tbe attack. 

Due to the oompleteneas ot preli•'"•l"J' planing in the 

rear area there was little l"Ul•in\ng to d.o exoept to check 

final dispositions aad nervoul7 await the crawl.ing hands ot 

the clock to reach 0615. {30) 

llAftRA'fIOI 

Bo ODe need.ed to be tol.d when B hour ani Ted. 'l'he tre• 

aendoua .tire being delivered 'bJ' the supporting weapons ••• in• 

deed signal enough to cauae ev•l"J' man to get to hie t'eet, grasp 

hie weapon more t1Ptl7, check hie attppl7 of grenades and start 

aoving the te• raaining 7ard.a to breach the last protective 

hed.gel"OW and advance into the uea, appro:d•tel7 300 J'&1"d8 

wide, which separated the op"aiD& tore••• ET•l"J' aan kn•• 
that be had 15 llinUtea to oroaa the apace and work in aa ol.oae 

(30) · Peraonat bowiedie 
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as possible to the triendlJ' barrage read7 to charge the ea...,

the aoan.t it lifted. 

Company A.1 c ....... anded 'b7 Captain Loren S • llc&owan and o-
P&llJ' c, C<>M!!anded bJ' Captain John B. Dart• were both eaplOJ'ing 

a1111lar formations tor the atta~. Bach~;, attack1DS with 

ho platoons abreast, third platoon in support• •chine guns at• 

taohed to platooaa and 60 - :mortal"• in general npport of the 

CC8J>&llJ'• Bvel"J'thing eeeaed to be ping aa pl•nned. Leading 

eleaenta of both aaeaul.t eoapani•• were qu1etl7 alipping toward 

the en...,- to be in aa close aa possible to the utille17 that 

•aa falling to their front when it lifted. ($1) 

It was hoped bJ' COllbining the mus of artille17 tire and 

the initial aaaault that aurpriae ooul.d be attained. Up to 

this time fighting in this sector had been pattemed bJ' fir

ing a preparation troa ten to fifteen 111.autea prior to the 

lauaohiDg of th• attack. (32) 

SUddenlJ' uaootlmeaa changed into an uproar. JlneJQ' mortar 

lllld. artilleey was falliDg tllroupout ~ ltattalioa son• ot 

action. '1'lle leading aleaenta observed Genian troops aoyiDg 

toward tihu accompmied b;y" the rapid chatter of •ch1Be gaa. 

llortar and art111•1"7 tire aeeaed to ooae troa e'9'81'J")wre. 

Surprise it was. At first it was thought tlle •eJQ' was .. re-

17 mortng forward to get wt of tile burage being laid. down 'b7 

the .Aaerioana but it was soon eTideat 'tllat the Germana were 

aotualq lauaoh'ng an attack at the uae ti• 01l1" attack na 

•ohed11le4. 

(ii) PeraollAl kiOWledge 
(&S) A-4, P• M 
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C011p&n7 A and COllp8.117 C ma!Dtained tae illpetu of their 

forward llOV-nt and it was the enelQ' that broke and .tell back 

to the protection o.f' their hedgerow. The situation failed to 

1mmediatel7 clear because now the •91Q' waa tull7 aware that 

an attack had 'been launched Dy the aerioana. The7 1-ed1at.el7 

1.Bcreaaed the vol'l:llll8 and rate of their 110rtar and art1lleJ."7 

til"e, the :major1t7 ot whioll was falling on the assault el ... nta. 

The 34 Battalion and tile support platoons of COllp&BJ' A an4 Cem

P&D7 C began reoe1v1ng casualties from tlae eneJQ" fire. ftl.1a 

situation undoubtedly would make the price of victory 11110re 

ooatl7. (33) 

B)' 0630 hours COllp8.117 C had advanced to the second hedge

row be701'111 tbe creek 1-ed1atel7 in front of tile line of de• 

parture. 'l'ldnlr1ng was not so lllUob in the 7arda gained but in 

b.edgerows captured. For da7a to coae advances were to be 

measured in tb1s manner. Thia actuall7 •ant that an in1t1al 

advance of some 800 to 900 7arda had been made. (See !ap B) 

(34) ftl.e initial gain however, had not been without d1ftieult7. 

The initial force and speed with whiob the asaault companies 

had jlmped oft and individual ool&"age, daring and hand to hand 

tigb.ting had coat C Compant about 60% of their effective tigb.t

ing strength. 

ftl.e situation however, was still somewhat contused.. Short-

17 after tlae juap off all wire lines had been mocked out due 

to en&IQ' ahelllng. Comnmication With both the forward ocm

paniea waa non-e.xiatent. A.a 7et the radios had not been uaed. 

(SS) Peraoiial liiiOWliage 
(34) . A-4, P• H 

17 



Sca,re atoriea about the radio locater& used b7 the ~ made 

eve17one reluctant to open bis aeta. 'fhe artill•l"1 rolling 

barrage bad beooae 41.tficult to control aa the forward. obaervera 

with the leading companies were either casualties or their 

radios •ere out of action and. 1 t was impossible to keep wire 

lines in operation. About this tiae Lieutenant Colonel Boats• 

BllD aent liaJor Warren c. Wood, Battalion Bxeoutive Officer, for• 

ward to contact OompaD:J' C and. find out wl:lat the exact s1tuat1on 

was. (SS) 

ll&Jor Wood. fO\Ul.d Captain J>avis well fenard reorganizing 

his COmp&D'J' and attempting to hold what ground bad been ga1»ed. 

Their combined efforts netted ODl.7 52 aol.41.ers Ollt of' a .t'llll 

strength rifle eomp&D'J'. Oomp&DJ' C was bolting on to what the7 

bad gained through complete 41.srega:rd of' personal aaf'et7. 'lhe 

position held b7 them was made as secure as possible tor u 

tar u tbq knew there were no other Aaericen forces within 

~o 7arC1.a. Pl.ana were :u.de for Oompan7 B to replace Coaparq 

0 in the aaaaul.t echelon. (36) 

Other eleaents of' the battalion were faced With problema 

of their own. 'fhe Kortar Platoon of' Oompazq D bad m.de care

tul pl .. for the attack. OP'• were ear•hl.17 selected and 

Cl.ug into the hedgerows in strategic spots wldch covered the 

entire zone of action ot the lat Battalion. Wire waa care

tull7 laid 1PO these well prepared and protected observation 

posts. It was neceasar7 to run new 111.re lines repeated.17 to 

~· gun positions. 'fheae wil"es were knOcked out again and 

again after a fn 111nlltea operation du.e to the he&VJ' shelling. 

Fate also seemed to be taldng a hand. 8h0rtl7 atter t.be at• 

(S6) Person&! '.Eiiowiedge 
(M) Personal knowledge; Statement b7 Major Warren c. Wood• 

then Bzeoutive Officer. let Battalion, on 2-1•. 1950 
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tack Jl1111ped oft 2d Lieutenant .raaea w. Powers,. section leader, 

was occuPJi.ng his observation po~t and tiring effectivel7 into 

the en9117 positions when he was completel7 blown out of hia 

vantage point b7 a Gel'llUl 88 - rO\Uld and had to be evacuated. 

(37) 

Prisoners taken b7 the lat Battalion cl.ul'1ng two hours 

totaled onl7 four. Fighting had been ao intense that it waa 

difficult to obta1A captivea, let alone guar4 them and aee that 

the7 were aent to the rear. It aeemed atra.nge tllat these fO\U' 

battle weary, dirty and sl1ghtl7 dazed individuals were part of 

Hitler's super aold1era Who were suppoaedl.7 conqueriag the world. 

Rapid interPOgation at the battalion cC""'end poat indicated that 

we had partiall7 penetrated the llLR for the cit7 of S'l'. LO. (~) 

About 0"130 hours cowwpnication. waa established with Com

pany A on the left. 'l'be 1n1tial aoveaent or bOth Companies A 

and C had swung sl1ghtl.J' to the left amt Compan7 A was about 

200 7arda to the lett rear of the poaitione ot Comp11Jl7 c. 
Capta:ln llcGowan•e aen were mov:lng alowl.7 against what aeemed.to 

be rather light reaiatance and soon were able to move up along 

side or the positiona held bf the other assault oompanJ". Car 

ta1n KcGowan requested tanks tor the oouti:rmance or the attack. 

He believed that if' he had tanks ad was turniahed aoae ex• 

plesives he could blow passages tor them thl"O\t&b the hedgerows. 

'l'anka alao would lend confidence to his :men aa tbe7 progressed 

forward. (39) 

A request was 1naned1atel7 placed with regiment tor the 

\ i'1) PeraoDii iiilOWiedie 
(~) Personal knowledge 
($9) Personal knowledge 
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tanlta and the exploaivea. R•8pG118• was immediate. Th• 2d Bat• 

talion had been able to make onl7 alight gains and one platoon 

ot tanks attached to the :ild Battalion ~-,ordered to report to 

the lat Battalion. (4:0) 

The use or tanks- in hedgel"Clws had been developed b7 other 

unite who found the,- aided greatl7 in the advance providing 

breaches in the hedgerows could be made tor the tanks to pass 

thl"Qllgh. BeaVJ' iron prongs in some 1Batmces had been welded 

to the tinal drive housillg. These prongs oould rip holes in 

the upper portions of aoae he4gerews allowing the tanka to 

breach the Obstaclea. ilao holea made lJ7 the pl"ODgS pl"OYided 

spaces in Which to load deaolitions 1n. order to blow a gap 

through the hedgerows. (41) 

At this tille it was decid.ed that Compen7 A was in poai• 

tion to envelop the nose or HILL 122 fl'oa the left and work 

in behind the main ell8JD7 poaitiena 1-ed1atel7 in trcm,t Of Com

P&nJ' c. Thia emelopment waa to be made at 0900 hours. Coa

PllD1 C would r .... •1n 1n. position lending llbat 1111pport it could. 

b7 tire. Compf1D1 B waa then to be. OOlllllitted through Compf1D1 C 

and join Compf1D1 A 1n. the puah toward the town of BllBLIB. a 

nall group of buildings on the northeast nose ot HILL 122. 

Thia plan had a strong poas1b111t7 of succeeding and at the. 

..... time would straighten out th• direction or attack and bring 

the tull force or the two companies on the iaaediate battalion 

objective. 

'fhe terrain contronting the battalion at this tille is 
' 

worthJ' ot note. The ground sloped upward toward the crest ot 

BILL 122. Baab tielel surrounded b7 beclgerowa had apparentlJ' 

(AOJ Persona! iiiiOWiidge 
(41) A.•2• P• 66 
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been leveled throughout the 7eara and in doing so each euc-

eeasi ve .field was higher. Thia created a terraced ef.feot with 

each aucceaaive hedgerow higher. I.f it were not .for thlt presence 

o.r treea in the hedgerows,, the slopes of HILL 122 llight reaflllble 

a giant irregul.82' atairwq. Behind these earthen walls the 

•DeJQ" had emplaced -chine guna• cutting amall openiJlga tbrougb. 

which obaervation could be obtained and the pns .fired. Th• 

reaul.timg .fire would graze across the .field,, grad.uall)" rising 

ao that it would also graze across the top o.f tbe opposite 

hedgerows. These emplacements were uauall7 located in the cor

ners o.r each field ao that o.rten two or more autoaatio weapons 

covered the entire area o.f each aall field with low grazing 

.fire. Within the battalion aone ran a lllDlken trail which o.r-
.. 
• . tered the most cover when moving torward. Thia trail waa cauit• 

narrow with the sloping aides .forming the baae of tall hedge

rowa on both aid.ea. The entire length o.r the trail had been 

h&avil'J' lliaed with anti-personnel mines on the sloping aides. 

'lhe narrow trail itself had been lett tree of :mines. Pl"earreg

ed tires had evidentl)" been prepared to tall along the trail. 

J1en7 casualties were suffered as the men inatinctiv•l'J' stepped 

ott the trail tor the alight protection of tb.e hedgerows as 

tire was brought down. Thia was the route ever which all sup• 

plies were carried tor tb.e nut few d.R'J'• Operation. (42) 

Shortl7 atter .0?00 boura ao.p...,. A,, this t1me accompanied 

b'J' tanka,, juiped off enveloping across the front of CGq>Ul'J' o. 
!l'ank-infantl'J' cooperation was not at it• beat. There waa no 

wq of co · 11nicat1ng with thlt men 1Jl the tank. !l'im• atter ti.JM 

it was neceaaa17 to crawl upon the tusk• beat on the buttoned 

(41) Jeraoiiil JiiOWieiie 
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up hatch 1111til it was opened, poillt out targets and cbln•1• 

the 41.rection ot the tank aa it was ga.ided thro\1&h tb.e hel.\ge• 

rowa. 'fhe attack proved to be auoceaahl. Compan7 A found 

themaelvea moTing down the rear aide ot a hel.\gerow and tor the 

first time thq could aee what the eDeJQ' looked like troa tbe 

rear. 'l'h1rt)' eight prisoners were soon on tbeir wq to tlato 

rear. (oi&} BJ' 1'h1s thle Cc•1•D1' B, Co rded. b7 Oaptaia 

Prrncia o. llaaon, joined in the attack on tbe right ot Oomp&IQ' 

A and the attack continued mitil just abort ot tb.e town ot 

BMBTJE, both coapaniea were forced to atop and reorganise. 

nt• now placed Coap&IQ' A and Co.m.paJl.7 B in the aasnlt 

with Compf1D7 C 1n reserve. Com.pany C now had the much needed 

time to reorganise its torcea that had survived the tirat four 

hours ot combat. (Bee hp B} ("4) 

COJl'l'DIUA'l'IOB OP Tim ,U':UOJ[ 

With the relativel7 treah Companies B and A now abreast 

and well conaolidated• th• battalion eOllBUlnCler ordered a con-

1'1nuation et the 1t,ttack to c-oce at 1260 hoUre. 'fhe initial 

shock and. contusion Which had been ert4ent 1n the battle tlm8 

tu- was begimdng to wear off and. the leaderr were beginning 

to take a detached vin in eatiaating the situation and. in -

pl071ng their troops. The initial t't\ar 1• using ndioa had 

now coapletel.7 worn otf and all \1Dita were treel7 using radio 

coamnication Which was esae11.tial to thea in oontrollilllg their 

unit a. 

Th• hedgerow fighting wbich had· been new to tb.ea that 

morning was now an old ator)'• fte aucceaa of such fighting 

(4$) i!i, · P• $1 
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in real.it)' depended upon the 1ndiTiduaJ. and the aciuad. The 

limited length of observation 1n all directions -de th• ia

diTiduaJ. feel that. he and the few buddiea 1n hie :bml.ediat• 

Tic1nit7 were fighting all by themaelvea. It wu 1Jllpoaaibl• 

to aee or know what waa happening to the aciuad in the adjacent 

field. A :tull scale fight 1n which Mil died could take place 

100 J'&l"4a diatu.t w1 thout J'OUl" Jmowled.ge except an a•areneaa 

of a firefight which did :not 1-MiatelJ' effect 7ou. (45) 

Reorganization was taking place throughout the battalion. 

Resuppl7 of •mnm111 tion was no pl'Oblea. '1'he entire battlefield 

froa the line of departure to the present poaitiona waa litter

ed w1 th equipment, •mnmni tion, X: ratione and the bodies of 

countleaa men who had g1Ten their lives during the aornin&' a 

conflict. Aid men were buBilJ' checking each be~, eagerl,

looking tor a spark of life in the inert torms. llllch could be 

aa1d about the brav•l"J' displa7ed by the unal'll84 aid ll8D aa the7 

followed cloael7 into the front lines rapidl7 eTaouat1ng those 

who were wolUld.ed. ~tt'l.e •e&l"J' soldiers could be seen takin& 

ua.unition troa their fall• comrades no had no further ••• 

for it. Leaders were regrouping their men inte figb.tiag t•-•• 

PriTatea became Sergeanta. SOm.e Sergeeata bee ... Pr1Tatea. 

The final. teat waa developing leader• 1n a apace ot minu.tes. · 

Some men had to be taken to the rear and placed in joba in the 

kitchen area. Wire lines were repaired and artillel"J' and mor

tar concentrations checked.. (46) 

'1'he machine gun platoene fr0111 C011p11117 D ••re badl7 de• 

pleted. Th• platoon comuindera, Lieutenant a Al•xud•r Cwroa 

and Clarence e. Bartach were both dead. Technical Sergeaata 

f45) PeraOiil Jliiowlea&e 
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Bel'llal'd A. lllliott and R&JBIOad D. Went• had alread.J' taken over 

and reorganised aa cuualtiee occurred. It wae now possible 

to operate onlJ two gtme per plat.con. each gun operate4 bJ 

tour men. 'fh• machine S1Ul platoons had autf'ered approxiaatel.7 

70'f, canaltiee. 'fh• :mortar platoon bad auttered few caaualtiea 

but it waa nece&•Bl'J' to transfer e011.e of the men to the machine 

guna eo onl7 fov of the eix :mortar• were cliaplaced forward.. 

Coapan'J' D Bxecuti'Ye Officer. lat Lieutenant .To:bn w. W1ll1em, 

Jr., had died. tr• 11achine gun woada. '!'he mortar platoon cca-

11884er and two section leaders had been wounded and e'Yacuated. 

Ooapan'J' D found itself with the compazl'J' cowwander and one other 

officer remaining of the eight entering coabat. (47) 

'ftle rifle oompanies had suffered. about SO'f, canaltiea 

&mODg their officers and Captain Leslie G. Wilson. COW8M1ng 

Bead.quarters COllp8n7• lat Battalion had been killed. 

Proaptl7 on time the battalion launched a coordinated at

tack to gain the creat of BILL 122 which was now onl.7 600 J'&rCl• 

distant. Twent7 aiDutes later the village of BJOll.D W been 

captured. (48) 'ftle leading ele•nta of Compan'J' B paahedita 

. wq to the crest of BILL 122 but were forced. to w1 tlldra• to 

positions just south of EllBLIB. D'llr1ng the reaaimter of the 

afternoon the lat Battalion huDg on·to tlleir precarious poai• 

tion. One camiterattack waa broken up bf artillerr, 4.2 

chadcal mortar• 81 - mortar and 60 - mortar tire delivered 

bJ the npporting we,.pons. Another attack delivered bJ the 

ene117 actuall.J' penetrate!! the line held bJ Coapll.IQ' A but waa 

finall7 repulsed. bJ fierce close fight1ng. Bl ... nta of OOllJ>&D7 

B were again on top of BILL 122 at 2150 hoar• whare thq were 

(i't) Personal iliiiWleCllie 
(48) A-4• P• &7 · 



joined a ahort time later b7 Compuq .l. .l twilight counter• 

attack, hoWever, forced th-. to wit12dra• 200 7ard•· .l coorii• 

nated twilight attack was launched and b7 2$05 hoUl"a Companies 

.l and B wen again in poaaeaaion of RILL 122, this tiae to 

atq. (4:9) The lat Battalion had adv81lced 2300 aetera aCl 

were on the fil"at objective asaigned them in World War II. 

Bight,. seven priaoners had been taken b7 the 134th lntantr,. 

during the 4&7• (See llap B) (60) 

The lat Battalion eoneolidated its position for all aro'&Dlll 

defeue. Battalion headquarters moved up 1-ediatel7 lMhiacl 

the pos1 tiona oooupied bf Companie• .l and B. CoapaJQ" C oloaed· 

in the rear of the l>attalion. •mmnn1t1on waa brought up. Poo4 

had not 'Deen thought of during the entire d&J'• .l oheok reveal• 

ed that :moat of the men still had the tul.l ration 1seue4 to 

th .. prior to the attack. Soae liatl••al.7 opened a 11nit of 

their ration and autoaaticall7 began to eat the oold food. 

othera didn't eat.· CanteeD8 were still t'ull. 'l'he ahook of 

entering combat waa still being felt b7 tb.e lat Battalion -

no one wuted aleep -· everrone kept bllq eonaolidating poai• 

tions, aighting weapona, repleniahing a•••nition and grenade• 

and trying not to think of their misaing co11radea. (61) 

The advance made b7 the lat Bat talion placed tbOJll 1B a 

rather precarious position. 'l'h• 2d Battalion had been able to 

adYance 700 7ards to the v1cinit7 of 128 ROllA.IlfS. 'l'he 3d Bat• 

talion had. been aasembled in the attel'DOOD and bad moved up 

to positions about 1000 7arda in rear of the lat Battalion. 

Tbe7 had been bus7 throughout the afternoon and the evening JIOP• 

ping up scattered resistance b71>assed bJ the lat Battalion. (52) 

('9) .l-4, P• 4:0; Personal knowledge 
(50) .l•lO, P• 4:0 . 
(51) Personal knowledge 
(52) .l•t, P• 2 



In support of the 35th Division attack, division artillery 

fired 116 000 rounds While the 924 Chemical Mortar Battalion 

had fired 7,000 round.a. (53) 

16 JULY 1944 

At 0045 houra the regillent received a division order to 

consolidate ita positions and to prepare to attaok on order. 

(64) 

Aa dawn-broke the lat Battalion discovered that it did 

not completely control Rill 122. The crest of Rill 122 ia oval 

in shape approximately 700 yards long and 300 yards wide with 

the long axis l"Wllling generally east and west. The battalion 

had attacked froa the north and now occupied appro.xiJ11&tely one 

third of the crest. There were portions of 12 811&11 field• 

each bounded by hedgerows on the crest of the hill and it was 

estimated that the battalion 11111st captllre two more hedgerows 

before they could begin to look down the other aide. (155) 

The positions now occupied '111" the battalion were well situated. 

Positions had been dug in during the night and it was believed 

that the ground could be held. During the early :morning there 

was little firing carried on by et ther aide. It was during this 

period that the bodies of several :men were found who had been 

:missing since the initial attack 150515. They were found ap

prox1m.atel7 100 7al.'ds be7ond the Village of BllELIE Which in

dicated that they had penetrated aJ.m.ost to the battalion ob

jective 1n their initial attack. (56) 

The slow arduous task of clearing the battlefield was now 

(53) 1-2, P• io1 
(54) A-10, P• 40 
(55) Personal knowledge 
(56) Personal knowledge 
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in p:M>greas. Ki tohen personnel had been organised 1n groups 

to help remove tbe dead men and cattle froa the area. '!'he da7• 

were quite wal'lll and already the stench or over ripe nesh waa 

ever present. 

At 1100 tbe enem;r launched it•a one attempt or tbe dllJ' to 

retake the ground lost. Artilleey and mortar fire had been in

creasing in volume since 1000 and eveey ll8ll was at his post 

ready to d.ete:ad the sround which had been ao coatl7 the d&7 

before. 'l'he attack waa aucceaafUJ.17 repulsed with only minor 

casualties while severe damage was inflicted on the enem;r 

forces. (57) 

'1'he 2d Battalion advanced veey little during the day and 

the l5d Battalion moved up to the right flank of the lat Bat• 

talion agaimit scattered resistance preparatory to making the 

main effort on the 17th. Thirteen prisoners were captured dur

ing the d.&7• operation. (58) (See llap F) 

17 JULY 1944 

'1'he regiment had been ordered to continue the attack at 

0430 with 3 battalions f:M>m their present positions. Tbe dllJ' 

dawned dull and cloud7 w1 th a h•aVJ' ground fog which t'llrther 

limited the already limited vieibili ty. '!'he lat Battalion 

jumped ott on tillle. but were -t with heaVJ' mortar. artiller7 

and machine gun fire and -re forced to tall back to their pre

pared positions. It waa alaost impossible to utilise tanks 

and available tire support witl:IOut better observation. 'l'he 

eDellJ continued. to heavily shell the battalion poait1ons and 

about 0630 an •nelll7 raidina part,- penetrated to Company B's 

(57) A-10. P• 40 
(58) A-10. P• 40 
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CP before they were annill1lated. (59) 

'!'he ground fog f1nall7 lifted and 1000 found the bat

talion moving forward with Companies A and B still leading. 

Previous training waa now paying off. llaohine gun fire waa 

placed on the hedgerow ahead keeping enem;y tire down 'llbile de

molition crews prepared and blew gaps in the hedgerows. Aa 

tanks moved through the gaps. riflemen would storm the hedge

row ahead seeking out the dug in and well proteote4 enem;y. It 

wu often neceaaaey to throw grenades in the enellQ'" dugouts to 

atop eneJIQ'" machine gWlB. T.b.e eneDIT• protected by a log cover

ed dugout and firing through a small slit 1ii the hedgerow.· con

tinued to fire until his position was entered from the rear. 

(60) Prisoners testified that they- had been ordered to hold 

their positions •to the last man• and under &JQ" oirouastano••• 

(61) 

T.b.• third day of combat could well be described u a 

repetition of the first d1l7s action with the individual soldier 

dominating the scene with his guts. determination and complete 

disregard for personal aatet;y CIU"l"Ting him over hedgerow after 

hedgerow. '!'he entire action thua tar. had been characterized 

by a narrow zone with only one direction to go and that waa 

forward toward the objective. 

By late afternoon the lat Battalion waa established well 

down on 'the :forward elope of Bill 122. T.b.e battalion had ad

vanced about 400 7arda finall7 breeohinS the crest of Bill 122. 

(62) 'fhese poaitiona proved to be the laat prepared positions 

encountered by the battalion north of ST. LO. (63) 

(59) Personil itnowiidie 
(60) Personal knowledge 
(61) A-2• P• 102 
(62) A-6. It- 1933 
(63) Personal knowledge 
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'fhe 9neJIQ" however, had not 7et given 'tip• The lat Bat

talion was counterattacked at 1810 'bJ' a atrcmg torce aupported 

'bJ' the uaual devastating mortar, art1llerJ", and -.chine gun 

tire. Thia attack waa repulaad and the battalion occllpied 

theae poa1t1ona thro\lghout the night. (64) 

In au:aial'J' or thia action, the lst Battalion, 134.th In• 

t.ntry attacked on a D&l'row front tbro\lgh hazardous hedgerows 

overgrown with trees and vegetation, captured and aeoured 

critical terrain overlooking the c1t7 ot S'f. LO, J.i'RAlfCE. 'fhua 

th417 broke the laat eneJIQ" main line ot resistance north ot S'f. 

LO. I>Qe to the tne ot terrain, width ot the zone and d1s

poa1 t1ons ot the eDftl1', who were well dug in and protected troa 

all tnes of tire except direct art1ll•r7 hits, the attack was 

delivered frontall7• 'fhro\lghout the operation the battalion 

waa approx1matel7 1000 7ards in advance ot all other triendl.7 

units thus leaving both nanka unprotected. The capture ot 

Bill 122 asa1ated greatl7 in the capture ot S'f •. LO, an :lmportant 

CO!llllUD1cat1ona center located on the VIRE RIVER. 

I>Qring the operation the 134.th InfantrJ" captured 100 

prisoners and killed lllllDJ' :more who ware making a last ditch 

stand in their prepared positions. (65) The Regiment sut

fere4 102 killed, 589 wounded and 101 missing in action during 

the three 11&7 period covered. (66) 

'fhe lat Battalion was awarded the Distinguished Unit Cita

tion tor the aggreas1ve capture or Bill 122 against a determined 

91l8Jl7 'bJ' General Order 66, 10 August 1940, War Department, Wash• 

ington 251 D. c. (67) 

(U). 141, P• iS 
(65) A•lO, P• .0 
(66) A.$, Chap. III 
(67) A-t, P• 148 
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A!ALYSIS AID CRITICISM 

1. BBCOBlifAISSA!Cll 

Complete and thol"Ough reconnaissance for &IQ" action, how• 

•Ter 1111.nor, i•.highl,- 1aportant. In the action prev1ouai,. 

descri'bed, a limited -.ount of reconnaissance was suoceaa.f'ull,

oarried out, but 1n the .riter's opinion the reconnaissance 

was incomplete. '!his was probabl7 dlle to inexperience on the 

part of the unit leaders, rather 1llan the lack of knowledge. 

In this t,-pe of terrain a complete reconnaissance is dangerous 

and aoaetbaes coat!,-, but later actions proved that a plan of 

action based on a complete reconnaissance accomplished the mis• 

sion with a llinimwll loas of personnel. '!hit leaders a11at have 

sufficient ti.Ille and maximwa information available while con

duot1ng reconnaissance to insure that :maximum. results lll&J' be 

achieved. 

2. SMALL UHIT LlW>BRS 

The operation just described proves the value o1' maall 

unit leaderah1p. Although not explained 1n detail, it was at 

times easeAtial for th• company coJlllll8Dders and platoon leadera 

to personal!,- lead amall groups 1n dest1"071ng enem;r atrong

po1nta. In any operation 1t is essential. that each aquad leader, 

each section leader and each platoon leader auat tultill his 

job to further the a1saion. Generlll.17 it llhould not be neoea .. 

•&1"7 for the next higher co mender or leader to active!,- en

gage 1n the action of the subordinate unit, Ill.though at tiaea 

it is nec••Slll"7 for the higher commander to be present with 

the unit on any level to further the accompliab:lllent of that 
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Wlita miaaion. Individual aquad action tn1fied the.leader

ahip in the small lUlit bJ' activel7 taking the ini.tiative bJ" 
defeating the enerq 1lned1atel;r 1n tront ot th- 1fi t:hout lmowl• 

edge ot the aeeomplialments ot theil' adjacent el ... nts. At 

timea this pl.aced thea in pHeal"ioua pos1t1ona well in advance 

ot the other pol'tions ot theil' pl.atoona. This wu flll"tul' 

~l.itied bJ' the individual. soldier taldng the l'esponaibilit7 

and the initiative when his leader 'bee ... a easualt;r. In 8nJ" 

well tl"ained unit, individual• muat be read;r and will.ing to 

takll over the l.eadership ot a unit in the eventualit7 their 

leader becomes a casualt,.. 

s. SUPPOR'.eDIG AUTOllA.TIC FIBE 

Supporting automatic weapona can and do plll1' an illportant 

role in 8IQ' action. In man;r cases it ia wise to attach these 

weapons directl.7 to platoons during the attack ao that fill]. 

beaetit ot their volume ot tire ..,. be utilized. In tu attack 

on Hill l.22 it waa impossible to •PlOJ' tum.chine guna ot the 

Hnv;r Weapons Comp8D7 in dil'ect or general support ot the at• 

tacld.ng companies. Realising thia, plana were made and Wlita 

trained utilizing the 11achin• guna as an integral part of a 

rifle platoon. This enabled the :machine guns, combined with 

automatic rifles, to 1111' a leav;r coacentration of tire on the 

aext hedgerow :while the ritl ... n worked forward to aaaault the 

•n8Jll1' positions. The uav;r watel'-oooled m.chine gun waa ao\: 

deaiped tor this t,.pe of use 1n ottenaive action. The aen who 

normal.17 :manned these guna preferred to use t;heJll. with the add!• 

tion ot a bipod to the water jacket than ezcha.nge them tor the 

light machine gun. 'l'hia emplOJ'a8nt ot the machine guns ot Coa-
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P&D1' D p?'Oved to be Dighl.J' effective in the attack. D•tenaive-

17 th91 •er• eaplo79d 1n the nol"ll&l. lllUUler aDd were fired et

teotivel;r againat •DAJQ" oo\Ultel'attaoke. 

"• AQGRBSSIVB ACTION 

8uoo••• or failure can eoaatimee be measured b;r the tore• 

and determination with Which an attack is launched.. 'l'h• la\ . 

Battalion,, lMth Intaatr7. attacking in a n&l"l"OW aone, restrict• 

ed 1n its abilit7 to :maneuver its elaents b;r the na.tur• ot the 

terrain 11eoeasaril7 had to attack troatall7 the e11R17's .. u 
protected defensive positions. It was hi&hJ1' essential that 

once forward mov ... at began it be oontillUed until e--., posi

tions were overrun. TDie required aggreaaive action on the 

part or all individuals Who repeat•dl7 attack.a. tbroqh final 

protective tires delivered bf" •DUIJ'
0

11&CD1n• guns and rifles •1th 

complete dieregard for personal aafet7. This necessitated cross

ing open spaces without benefit of cover or concealment. It 

was neoess817 to exercise constant preellur• on the eD9JQ' to 

pr•vent hill trOJB organising successive posit1cma. The iapetua 

gailled 1n the initial attack was attributed to the aggressive 

spirit and initiative displaJ'94 by the assault elements Wbioll 

oontr1'1Mlted largelJ' to the sucoeeetul capture of the obJeotive 

wit.ere others.had tailed. 

6. MORTAR Fig, OBSERVilIOH AND COll'rROir 

Durina the conduct or the attack,, mortar tire can. be a 

.decisive factor in the defeating of the •llftl7• In OJ'd•r to ac• 

eomplish this observation 11Dd control are es .. ntial. During 

the initial phase of the action described,, effective prearrang-



ed fir• waa delivered on eD.41JQ" poaitiona. Th• oJll.7 aeane of 

obaerving &1111 controlling this fire was through the uae of 

wire 1&14 between the fo:rward observer and the :mortara. Thia 

me'llhod proved to be highl7 ineffective due to the frequenc7 

of the d•••ge to the •ire 1Dfl.ioted. bJ' enem,r tire. '!rhia indioat• 

ed a need for an additional type of ooanmicati0n>-1 between the 

forward oi>aerver and the gun position. In later operations the 

uae ot tonard observers equipped wi'th the SOR 300 ra41o oom.

mmicating direot:q with aa SOR 300 radio at the mortar poai• 

tiona proved to be'highl.7 effective. Forward obaervera tor 

the mortar platoon accoapanied. each rifle aompllDJ' in 1;Jle u-

aaul t,, tiring the mortars.in a mamL81" a1m1lar to that utilia• 

ed by artill•rJ forward obaervera. 

6 • CLOSE EHVBLOPBH 

In the conduct of the attack each unit ab.ould strive to 

locate a wealmeu in the en...,. poaition. Thia can often be 

accoapliahed l:JT. enveloping the ••ll:J' position and attacking 

across tbe rear from a tl.ank. CompaJQ' A found a weak apot 1a 

the _...,. defenses which enabled them,, in apite of the close 

terrain,, to penetrate and attack the CWllQ' positions from the 

•nell:J''s rear. ID this 1natance the close envelopment waa ac• 

compliahed l:J7 a short penetration. In conducting an envelop

ment it ia advant.aeoua to secure critical terrain in rear of 

the poaition being enveloped. Howe,,.r in th1a instance a cloae 

maneuver enabled CompaDJ' A to envelop the •n811:J' poa1t1on and 

1ntlict aer1oua "•-ge in his main line of reaiatanee witla 

min1pua loaaea. 



7 • J¥'nLBPIBLD CLIWWTOB 

Ia 1"9Viewing thia action it was evident th.at a unit 

participating in it• tirat ooabat aotion 11&1" not be tul.17 aware 

ot the baponanoe that tlhould be attached to reaoving the dead 

men and miul.a and diaoard.ed equipaent proaptl7 troa the bat• 

tletield. '!llia 11&1" be largel7 contributed to the initial •hock 

experienced whim engaging in cOlllbat tor the tirat ti... Al

though tbe action deacribed conred a period ot three dqa, ao 

eoncened erton waa made to clear tbe -•ttletield UD.til the 

aeoolld d.&J'• 'f.b.ia waa due in part to the intenae eDOJQ' artil• 

l•l'J' and monar tire encountered U:l.roupout tbe Battalioa zoae. 

It ia believed. that the preaenoe ot the dead lowera the morale 

ot tbe aen. In ~·eatiaation it ceanot be too atrongl.7 -~ 

phaaized that the wounded and the dead be evacuated without 

delq. Diacarded ammnition, equipment and rations ahoul.d. be 

pl'OJllPtl.7 gathered, aalvaged and reisaued in order to prevent 

l•••· 
LESSO BS 

l. lleconnaiasllllCe is essential in &l!;f qpe of operation 
:'""l~~'r~~g-:··~~--.~,~~·· ~· J ! -~-i011i>•"""' l "lo~-~,,:-~,)'·) 

to inaure £Lat all precautions hav• been taken 1n the eipl07• 

aent ot troops to accomplish a given miasion. 

2. Suoc.:~-~! ... -:! ... ~--~eg.~ .. ~.aw+ tht. 11reer&&Lt~.,.,,. ·' 
initiative displqed bJ' small unit lead.era. 

-1 rt s · , mze ~~.flit<> !!!lroiO,,,.--._ ... ..,,. 

a. . All .:u~~;o~~;!! .. ~!1.t.~l"~?.,,.~~~"~~!!!!:~ r•• 
gardlear'Cif""'the probl- encountered and in &l!;f tJ'pe or terrain 

1a order that m•x' •un tire · power available can be delivered on 

the ene~. 

4. Constant pressure on the enmey in the attack can be 
~- .. ;q~~f~1-•"lit-.'•1·'-~~,.l'>·~. ~+-_., __ -I---~· .. ~'.~·..'!:Or~~-·"·"'" ~!14< <CJU:U ; *'"··~-::.~ll;!,r"'ct:~·~.:? ... :~·:·..,,;,"' 
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tlMo gun poaitiona 1a esaent1al in delivering effective aortar 
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